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IN RECOGNITION OF MAJOR GEN-

ERAL EDWARD J. MECHENBIER 
FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

HON. STEVE AUSTRIA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 12, 2012 

Mr. AUSTRIA. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 
people of Ohio’s Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict, I am honored to recognize Major General 
Edward J. Mechenbier for his outstanding ca-
reer in the United States Air Force, his leader-
ship to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, and 
his heroic acts for our Nation. 

A graduate from the U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy in 1964, General Mechenbier attended 
pilot training and served tours in Europe and 
Southeast Asia flying the F–4C. In June 1967, 
he was shot down on his 80th mission over 
North Vietnam and spent 5 years, 8 months, 
and 4 days as a prisoner of war. On 29 May 
of 2004, he flew his final flight, returning to 
Hanoi on the same aircraft to bring home the 
remains of two servicemembers listed as 
missing in action. 

In 1973, he was assigned to the Fighter 
Branch, 4950th Test Wing, Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base. In 1975 he resigned his reg-
ular commission and continued to fly the F– 
100 and A–7 for 16 years with the Ohio Na-
tional Guard. In 1991, General Mechenbier 
transferred to the Air Force Reserve where he 
served with the Joint Logistics Systems Center 
and Headquarters Air Force Materiel Com-
mand. 

General Mechenbier has more than four 
decades of active-duty, Guard and Reserve 
service. Throughout his service he has been 
awarded two Silver Stars, two Distinguished 
Flying Crosses, the Bronze star with V, two 
Purple Hearts, Meritorious Service Medal, 9 
Air medals and the P.O.W. medal. 

Major General Mechenbier, the Air Force’s 
last serving Vietnam-era former prisoner of 
war, retired in June of 2004. He served as the 
mobilization assistant to the Commander, 
Headquarters Air Force Materiel Command, 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. His 
outstanding performance culminates a long 
and distinguished career that reflects his dedi-
cation and service to our community and Na-
tion. 

Thus, with great pride, I recognize Major 
General Ed Mechenbier for his commendable 
service to the citizens of the United States and 
his long-term commitment to the United States 
Air Force. I join the people of Ohio’s Seventh 
Congressional District in extending my great 
appreciation for his service and success in all 
future endeavors. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 12, 2012 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to have it noted in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD that I was not able to be in 
Washington on June 8, 2012 for votes be-
cause of a family emergency. If I had been 
here, I would have voted as follows: 

On the Gosar Amendment that reduces the 
budget for the Botanic Garden by $1,235,000 
for fiscal year 2013, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On the Broun Amendment that reduces 
funding for the Congressional Research Serv-
ice by $878,000 (FY 2012 Level) and transfer 
$878,000 to the spending reduction account, I 
would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On the Scalise Amendment that reduces by 
$1,000,000 the amount provided for the Open 
World Leadership Center and directs that 
$1,000,000 to the spending reduction account, 
I would voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On the Moran/Welch/Pingree Amendment 
that prohibits the use of Styrofoam products in 
food service facilities in the House of Rep-
resentatives, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On the Flake Amendment that prohibits 
funding for the purchase of paid online adver-
tisements by Members, committees, and lead-
ership offices, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On the Democratic Motion to Recommit 
H.R. 5882 that would cut by 10 percent the of-
ficial franked mail component of the Member’s 
Representational Allowance, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On Final Passage of H.R. 5882, Legislative 
Branch Appropriations Act, 2013, I would have 
voted ‘‘no.’’ 

Finally, on the Republican Motion to Instruct 
Conferees on H.R. 4348, offered by Mr. 
BROUN of Georgia, that would instruct House 
conferees to insist on provisions that limit 
funding out of the Highway Trust Fund (includ-
ing the Mass Transit Account) for Federal aid 
highway and transit programs to amounts that 
do not exceed $37,500,000,000 for FY 2013, 
I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

f 

HONORING HOUSE INTELLIGENCE 
COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE 
DAN BOREN OF OKLAHOMA 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 12, 2012 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to acknowledge the work and lead-

ership of one of my colleagues on the House 
Intelligence Committee Representative DAN 
BOREN of Oklahoma. Representative BOREN’s 
support for educational matters and intel-
ligence issues pertaining to the continent of 
Africa has been critical to the work of the com-
mittee. Representative BOREN immediately 
began offering new and fresh ideas on intel-
ligence, including suggesting the institution of 
a financial reward to incentivize efforts to cap-
ture Usama bin Laden. He personally worked 
to enhance the Boren Foreign Language 
Scholarship program initially established by his 
father, Senator David L. Boren. 

Representative BOREN’s assistance during 
the Intelligence Committee’s drafting and pas-
sage of the Cyber Information Sharing and 
Protection Act was critical to our success. I al-
ways knew I could count on him for good 
counsel and support. While his retirement will 
create a vacancy on the Subcommittee on 
Terrorism, HUMINT, Analysis, and Counter-
intelligence, his service has made our com-
mittee and country better. 

As members of the House Intelligence Com-
mittee, Representative BOREN has consistently 
demonstrated a willingness to work collabo-
ratively to ensure the intelligence community 
has the resources it needs while simulta-
neously securing the constitutional rights of 
United States citizens. 

It has been a pleasure and an honor to 
work with him on the House Intelligence Com-
mittee. He has dutifully served both his local 
constituents and this nation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 12, 2012 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
371, I was unable to cast a vote on the Gosar 
amendment to the Legislative Branch Appro-
priations bill for fiscal year 2013 (H.R. 5882) 
because I was unavoidably detained at a me-
morial for a fallen peace officer. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 371, to reduce funding for 
the U.S. Botanical Gardens by $1.235 million. 
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